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In re Application of: Sun et al. 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Serial No.: 09/603.323 



Group Art Unit: 







Filed: June 26, 2000 



Docket No.: 1179/2/2 



For: MANUFACTURE OF WEB SUPERABSORBENT POLYMER 



************ 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Sir: 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.56, 1.97, and 1.98, applicants' undersigned 
attorney brings to the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office the following 
references. Copies of the references as well as Forms PTO/SB/08A and PTO/SB/08B 
are attached hereto. This is not to be construed as a representation that a search has 
been made or that a reference is relevant merely because cited. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,076,663 to Masuda et al. discloses water absorbing starch 

resins. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,260,443 to Lindsay et al. discloses a laminated absorbent 
process. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,270,977 to Herman et al. discloses a process for preparing 
water sorptive products. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,409,771 to Pah men et al. discloses aqueous-liquid and blood- 
absorbing powdery reticulated polymers, a process for producing the same and their 
use as absorbents in sanitary aiticies. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,286,082 to Ts ubakimoto et al. discloses an absorbent resin 
composition and a process for producing same. 



-U.S. Patent No. 4,418,163 to Murakami et al. discloses a water absorbing 
composite comprising inorganic powder encapsulated with a crosslinked carboxyl 
polymer. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,454,055 to Richmanet al. discloses an absorbent composition 
of matter, a process for preparing same and an article prepared therefrom. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,467,012 to Pedersen et al. discloses a composition for 
absorbent film and a method of preparation. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,550,033 to Boutin discloses free-flowing flakes of 
hydrophilic/water-soluble polymer gel. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,552,61 8 to Kopolow discloses stabilized absorbent boards. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,587,308 to Makita et al. discloses a method for producing 
improved water-absorbent resins. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,600,458 to Kramer et al. discloses a method of making an 
absorbent laminate structure. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,626 t 472 to Boutin discloses free-flowing flakes of 
hydrophilic/water-soluble polymer gel. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,654,039 to Brandt et al. discloses hydrogel-forming polymer 
compositions for use in absorbent structures. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,732,968 to Obavashi etal. discloses a process for granulating 
a water-absorbent resin employing (a) water, (b) inorganic powder and (c) surfactant in 
an inert solvent. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,735,987 to Morita et al. discloses a method for manufacture 
of high-expansion type absorbent polymer. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,758,617 to Tanioku et al. discloses a process for preparing 
water-absorbing resin. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,833,1 98 to Stanley. Jr. et al. discloses a suspending agent for 
the suspension polymerization of water-soluble monomers. 
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European Patent App.ication Publication No. 0 359 615 A1 discloses 
manufacture of superabsorbent composite structures. 

European Patent Application Publication No. 0 437 816 A1 discloses a 
superabsorbent wet-lay nonwoven product. 

European Patent Application Publication No. 0 483 816 A1 discloses a 
hydraulically needled nonwoven pulp fiber web, a method of making same and a use 
of same. 

European Patent App.ication Publication No. 0 516 925 A1 disdoses wrinkled 
absorbent particles of high effective surface area having fast absorption rate. 

European Patent Application Publication No. 0 530 438 A1 discloses a 
superabsorbent polymer having improved absorbency properties. 

European Patent Application Publication No. 0 641 885 A1 discloses a wet 
nonwoven cloth and a method of manufacturing the same. 

Canadian Patent No. 2,008,323 discloses aggregates of water-swellable 
polymers and a method for producing them, and aggregates having increased hydration 
rate over unassociated water-swellable polymers. 

Canadian Patent No. 2,042,183 discloses absorbent polymers, their 

manufacturing process and their use. 

Eng.ish language Abstract only of Japanese Patent Publication No. 01024808 
A discloses reducing residua, monomer in hydrophilic macromolecular polymer. 

English language Abstract only of Japanese Patent Publication No. 01 178509 
A discloses preparation of water-absorbable resin. 

English language Abstract only of Japanese Patent Publication No. 02052057 
A discloses pulverising highly water absorbing resin. 

English language Abstrad only of Japanese Patent Publication No. 03045799 
A discloses neutral paper production. 

English language Abstract only of Japanese Patent Publication No. 03296592 
A discloses cooling material for health or food industry. 



English language Abstract only of Japanese Patent Publication No. 06000370 
A discloses a watej^bsorbing agent. 

English'&S^bstract only of Japanese Patent Publication No. 06016822 
A discloses water absorbing resin particles production used for diapers and napkins. 

English language Abstract only of Japanese Patent Publication No. 06158581 
discloses a wet nonwoven fabric having high uniform water absorbency. 

English language Abstract only of Japanese Patent Publication No. 06263881 
A discloses granulating highly water-adsorbable resins. 

English language Abstract only of Japanese Patent Publication No. 63143906 
A discloses a dehydration sheet, for selective dehydration of fresh food. 

English language Abstract only of Japanese Patent Publication No. 07025935 
A discloses manufacturing water absorbable polymer for disposable diapers, etc. 

English language Abstract only of Japanese Patent Publication No. 08092454 
A discloses hydrophilic polymer powder composition for preventing fluidity reduction. 

English language Abstract only of Japanese Patent Publication No. 08217909 
A discloses manufacture of water absorbing resin compositions for sanitary goods. 

English language Abstract only of Japanese Patent Publication No. 59080459 
A discloses a water absorbing resin powder composition. 

English language Abstract only of Japanese Patent Publication No. 59192710 
A discloses a water absorbing fibrous composite material. 

English language Abstract only of Japanese Patent Publication No. 61 141760 
A discloses a high water absorbing gelling agent. 

English language Abstract only of Japanese Patent Publication No. 62243648 

A discloses a fibre particle powder. 

English language Abstract only of Japanese Patent Publication No. 62254841 
A discloses production of highly swelling water absorptive polymer. 

English language Abstract only of Japanese Patent Publication No. 63105064 
A discloses a highly water absorptive resin composition. 
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. English language^bstract only of Japanese Patent Publication No. 63146901 
A discloses a reversed phase suspension polymerisation. 

English language Abstract only of Japanese Patent Publication No. 63210109 
A discloses water retention agents, for sanitary materials or agricultural use. 

English language Abstract only of Japanese Patent Publication No. 63216742 
A discloses a coat layer for writing on synthetic and metal products. 

English language Abstract only of Japanese Patent Publication No. 63279724 
A discloses a granular culture soil with good water-absorbence. 

United Kingdom Patent Application Publication No. GB 2 293 388 A discloses a 
liquid absorbent comprising internal spaces providing swelling capacity for binding liquid 
harmful materials. 

Journal Article by Buchholz. "Keeping Dry with Superabsorbent Polymers", 
Chemtech . (September, 1 994) discloses use for polyacrylate formulations ranging from 
diapers to optical fiber coatings to construction sealants. 

Early passage of the subject application to issue is earnestly solicited. 

Although it is believed that no fee is due, the Commissioner is hereby authorized 
to charge any deficiencies of payment associated with the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement to Deposit Account No. 50-0426 . 

Respectfully submitted, 
JENKINS & WILSON, P.A. 

Date: & 9 os4 ? aooo By: ^ 

6 ^JenniferHr. Skord 

Registration No. 30,687 

Suite 1400 University Tower 
3100 Tower Boulevard 
Durham, North Carolina 27707 
Telephone: (919)493-8000 
Facsimile: (919) 419-0383 
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